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runs for about 27km (17 miles) until it
joins the River Colne in Denham. Globally
chalk streams are very rare; England has
283, about 85% of the world’s total.
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Chalk is a porous rock. Rain water soaks
into it and percolates down until it reaches
an impermeable layer. There it moves
sideways until it emerges from the ground
in a spring. Percolation is slow, so the chalk
acts as a water store, called an aquifer. The
aquifer gives a more constant flow of clear water,

at a steady temperature. This is unlike most rivers,
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It rises as a spring in Great Missenden and &0

John Leland, a court official, visited Amersham (Hamerf3ham) in about 1539, probably trying
to find out what else Henry VIII had acquired when he dissolved the monasteries. He mentions
the river but does not comment on the mills. Former mill buildings still exist on the sites of
two of the three mills listed in the Domesday survey of 1086. To drive ever more water wheels,
the river was further canalised, damaging the natural environment and increasing flooding.
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which are fed by rainwater running off the surface of the ground, so t
flow rate depends on how much recent rain there has been. Filtering

slowly through layers of rock removes most of the sediment and organic

matter that washes into other rivers. The subsequent water is clear,
slightly alkaline and rich in calcium.

Chalk rocks often contain flint nodules. During prehistoric ice ages,
this flint was broken down and moved around by the actions of glaciers.

Today, it forms some of the gravel at the bottom of our chalk streams.

All these conditions lead to an environment very suitable for certain

types of plant and animal life.
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The River Misbourne at Barn Meadow

In 2023, the local water company, Affinity Water, made
improvements at Barn Meadow to get the river closer to its
natural state and restore wildlife. They pollarded the willows to
allow more light to reach the riverbank. Using willow branches,
they narrowed the channel and made it less straight and canal-like, allowing a

% faster flow of water to wash away the fine silt and expose the flint gravel that
&@/ —y is characteristic of chalk streams. In winter, when the water is plentiful, it can
%o@ ' You are here flow over these barriers, but still stay in the wider channel. They also planted
%o native pendulous sedge, wild angelica and yellow iris in the shaded sections.
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* Meadow S4 mh . two backwaters, or‘scrapes. These will hold
100 1Ol < fenterField floodwaters, but will also be permanently wet,
m=h . so are suitable for a variety of plant and animal
; The Maltm%indwicks o life. The company has also planted native
. ?eﬂ"eiéfy S’ species and scattered a wildflower seed mix.
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The mill at the western end of town —‘.Ic;rri]fﬁn 5 55 : '
is known as Town Mill, Upper Mill, 4 610, S - The date 1634 on the arch
Gregory’s Mill (millers from 1746 to '} Py, Bury End ? next to the church may
1863) or Sibley’s Mill (19th century). A ] ey Bury Mil have been added later,
This painting of the mill was given : Bur; . , ? put there was a brewe_ry
to the Amersham Museum by House =k °Ndon Roaq A3s5 — |n'Amershz.:\m in 1§§6 ‘
descendants of the Gregory family A : @;& ' . ' Gl.les Watkins left itin his
and is believed to date from the 18th % = ) U %75 \I;VIH. J'ohn. LaWrenche was
century. The mill operated as a flour v 3 A413 %@ Ewing in Amersham in
mill until the 1930s, except in late At ' 17§5 and, in 1775, he sold
Victorian times when it was a paper \m ::érltegelsgclglt_:ilotr(e)wery
i i W i
VT::-:-Z;E gtjhnzeerr\:ﬂ:)i/,st::)enrr;llllir In 1818, the Wellers bought the freehold of the brewery, its outbuildings Bury Meadow ! William Weller, a maltster

Tobias, emigrated to America. Many
Americans now visit Amersham,
researching family history.

and some land at Barn Meadow. They built new and larger Maltings,
which you can see at the eastern end of this meadow. The company
owned over 140 pubs and were noted for a type of stout called Weller’s
Entire, much esteemed locally. The brewery stayed in the family for five
generations before it was sold in 1929 to Benskin’s Brewery of Watford.
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from High Wycombe. He
and his descendants built
up a successful business
over the next 150 years.
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Water mint — Mentha aquatica Yellow iris — Iris pseudacorus

Kingfisher - Alcedo atthis

Watch out for the kingfisher’s
distinctive flash of blue and
listen for their shrill whistle.

The leaves can be used for
flavouring cooking and drinks
but please leave the mint here

unpicked for others to enjoy.

This iris flowers between May
and August and inspired the
fleur-de-lys symbol, used in

heraldry and by the Scouts.

Pendulous sedge - Carex pendula

This plant has drooping, catkin-
like spikes typically from May to
June and fruits from June to July.

- White-clawed crayfish -
Gypsywort — Lycopus europaeus Austropotamobius pallipes

Also known as bugleweed and
water horehound, this plant has
a square stem with clusters of
flowers that sit round each node.

Banded den/w'o/iéelle -

Calopteryx splendens The UK’s only native freshwater

crayfish, but you are more
likely to see the invasive North
American signal crayfish here.

Males are metallic blue, with a
distinctive dark band across their
wings, females are shiny green.

Wild angelica — Angelica sylvestris

A member of the carrot family,
it smells like the garden variety,
used to make cake decorations.
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European bullhead - Cottus gobio

Brown trout — Salmo trutta

This small fish prefers fast-
flowing shallow streams with
a stony base. River restoration
by Affinity Water in 2023 has

improved the habitat.

Weeping willow - Salix babylonica Brown trout range from 1 to

15kg. You may spot small ones in
the pool where Mill Lane crosses
the river.

Native to China, the weeping
willow was first introduced to
England in the 18th century.

This sign is copyright of The Amersham Society 2024. Design and illustrations by Helen Walsh/lonelycottage.co.uk. Maps based on Open Street Maps. Quote from John Leland from Internet Archive (archive.org). Sibley’s Mill painting, and photos of The Maltings and the River at Barn Meadow: Amersham Museum. Dated archway: Peter Borrows.




