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Roman remains have been found west of here at Mantles Green (including coins) and east beyond

Bury Farm House on Bury Meadow. The Domesday Book mentions 3 mills in Amersham, on the land of
Bishop Odo of Bayeux (1), on the land of Hugh of Bolbec (2) and on the land of Jocelyn the Breton (3). A
cotton mill was built in 1775 to create jobs (where the superstore now is). It failed due to the Napoleonic
Wars, but partly re-opened as a silk mill, before finally closing around 1851.
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It rises as a spring in Great Missenden and
runs for about 27km (17 miles) until it
joins the River Colne in Denham. Globally
chalk streams are very rare; England has
283, about 85% of the world'’s total.
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Chalk is a porous rock. Rain water soaks
into it and percolates down until it reaches
an impermeable layer. There it moves
sideways until it emerges from the ground
in a spring. Percolation is slow, so the chalk
acts as a water store, called an aquifer. The
aquifer gives a more constant flow of clear water,
at a steady temperature. This is unlike most rivers,
which are fed by rainwater running off the surface of the ground, so their
flow rate depends on how much recent rain there has been. Filtering
slowly through layers of rock removes most of the sediment and organic
matter that washes into other rivers. The subsequent water is clear,
slightly alkaline and rich in calcium.

Chalk rocks often contain flint nodules. During prehistoric ice ages,
this flint was broken down and moved around by the actions of glaciers.
Today, it forms some of the gravel at the bottom of our chalk streams.

All these conditions lead to an environment very suitable for certain
types of plant and animal life.

Water mint — Mentha aquatica Yellow iris — Iris pseudacorus

Kingfisher - Alcedo atthis

Watch out for the kingfisher’s
distinctive flash of blue and
listen for their shrill whistle.

The leaves can be used for
flavouring cooking and drinks
but please leave the mint here

unpicked for others to enjoy.

This iris flowers between May
and August and inspired the
fleur-de-lys symbol, used in
heraldry and by the Scouts.
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The river was used as a drain
for the High Street. There
were tanneries to make
leather for saddles, boots
and belts, and their smelly
waste, along with that from
butchers’yards, ended up in
the river, changing it for the
worse. It was straightened
and made wider and slow-
flowing to support the mills.
Silt was not washed away
and it was less suitable for
the previously abundant
animals and plants.

White-clawed crayfish -

Banded dem'o/iselle - Gypsywort — Lycopus europaeus Austropotamobius pallipes

Pendulous sedge - Carex pendula Calopteryx splendens

Also known as bugleweed and
water horehound, this plant has
a square stem with clusters of
flowers that sit round each node.

Males are metallic blue, with a
distinctive dark band across their
wings, females are shiny green.

This plant has drooping, catkin-
like spikes typically from May to
June and fruits from June to July.

crayfish, but you are more
likely to see the invasive North
American signal crayfish here.

Almost certainly the Romans followed the line of a
prehistoric trackway. Such routes were often marked by
sarsens (large boulders). Two of these can now be found
set into the pavement either side of the entrance to !
offices in the Broadway, close to the Old Town car park, \Wf
and another in the wall of the yard of the Griffin Inn.

The UK'’s only native freshwater
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mills recorded in the
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all for grinding corn to
make flour but around
Tudor times, the middle one was used
as a fulling mill. Here, woollen cloth
was pounded with water and Fuller’s
earth (an absorbent clay) to remove
the oily lanolin, all then washed into
the river, contaminating it. After
degreasing, the cloth was stretched out
to dry in the field using tenterhooks.

Martyrs' “° ., The field directly opposite this spot,
Memoria) ¢ beyond the cemetery, was called the
w@‘ﬁ’%" Tenter Field on the 1838 tithe map. We
9% _ don't know exactly where the mill was
- Ruckles Field i
<8 located, but it must have been about

3t where you are standing now.
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The River Misbourne at Church Mead

The Roman road from St Albans
(Verulamium) via Amersham
and Penn towards the Thames
followed the line of what is now
a footpath heading diagonally
down the field behind the
superstore. It crossed the river
close to here by a shallow ford.
(Later, a bridge was built a little
further west. The brick bridge you
can see from here is said to have
Roman foundations.) Having
forded the river, the Roman road
passed through the archway

of the (now) Griffin Inn on the
Broadway, then merged with
Whielden Street (where Roman
coins have been found and are
now in the Amersham Museum).

Perhaps 3000 years ago, a
hamlet grew on the banks
of the Misbourne, because
it provided a reliable supply
of clear drinking water

for people and animals. A
Bronze Age spear head was
found in the river about 300
metres east of here, near
Station Road.
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European bullhead - Cottus gobio

This small fish prefers fast-
flowing shallow streams with
a stony base. River restoration

by Affinity Water in 2023 has
improved the habitat.

Wild angelica - Angelica sylvestris

A member of the carrot family,
it smells like the garden variety,
used to make cake decorations.

Weeping willow - Salix babylonica

Native to China, the weeping
willow was first introduced to
England in the 18th century.

Brown trout — Salmo trutta

Brown trout range from 1 to
15kg. You may spot small ones in
the pool where Mill Lane crosses

the river.

This sign is copyright of The Amersham Society 2024. Design and illustrations by Helen Walsh/lonelycottage.co.uk. Maps based on Open Street Maps. Domesday extracts: Prof. John Palmer & George Slater/opendomesday.org (CC-BY-SA). Tenter Field extract: The National Archives, ref. IR77/6. Roman Coins and Ox Cart: Amersham Museum. Sarson stone: Peter Borrows. Bronze Age spearhead: The Portable Antiquities Scheme/The Trustees of the British Museum (CC BY-SA 2.0, via Wikimedia Commons).




