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HISTORY OF AMERSHAM.

I Amersham we have no certain
O record prior to the Norman Con-
quest, though Brown Willis calls it a
“Saxon Town,” while local traditions
point to conflicts with the Danes
in 1ts neighbourhood. At the time
of the Domesday Survey, it comprised no
less than six manors, the chief of which
previously belonging to Edith, Queen of
Edward the Confessor, was then held by
Geolfrey de Mandeville, who also held
half a hide of land in Amersham (or as
it was then called Elmondesham) belong-
ing to the manor of Ferneham (I'arnham
Royal) of which in the words of the sur-
vey : “ He dis-seised Bertram de Verdun,
whilst he was abroad in the King's
seryice s

Another manor, formerly belonging to
Alwin, a vassal of Queen Edith’s, was
held by Roger, under Odo, the powerful
Bishop of Bayeux. A third by Alman,
of the Earl of Moreton. A fourth by
Vluiet, of Hugh de Bolebec. A fifth was
held by Turstin Mantel, elsewhere called
Turstin the son of Rolf, a name which
seems to indicate Danish origin, and
which still remains in Mantels Green
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Farm, as well as in Great and Little
Mantels, at l.ittle Missenden in which
parish Turstin had possessions. Lastly,
one was held by Gozelin Brito. Of these
Geoffrey de Mandeville’s manor amount-
ed to seven hides and a half, the rest to
only half a hide each, all of them never-
theless being manors.

Since the whole 104 hides, allowing
the rather wide margin of 120 or 150
acres to a hide, would only amount to at
most 1,575 acres, while the present area
of the parish is estimated at about 8,000
acres, it follows that either little more
than one-eight of the parish could then
have been under cultivation, unless the
boundaries of the parish have since been
greatly extended, or (which seems very
possible) that the hidage was founded
on the value of the land, and not on the
actual number of acres. It will presently
appear that little more than two hundred
years after this period, two-thirds of the
parish were in cultivation; the latter
supposition therefore seems the more
probable.

Besides the cultivated ground, was
woodland sufficient for keeping 470
hogs ; and three mills, one of which was
of the yearly value of five, and another
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four shillings. The chief of these land-
lords, Geoffrey de Mandeville (or Magn
Villa) was one of the most valiant of
William’s Norman followers, and was
rewarded with large grants of land, ly-
ing for the most part in Essex, where
was his principle seat of Walden. He
was constable of the Tower of l.ondon,
and founded a Benedictine Monastry at
Hurley, in Berkshire. He was twice
married, his wives names being respect-
ively Athelaise and Leceline; by the
former of which he had a son William
who married Margaret, daughter of Eudo
Dapifer (or Steward) to William the
Conqueror. Their son Geoflrey married
Roasia or Rohesia, daughter of Alberic
de Vere, Earl of Oxford, and was created
Earl of Essex, a title long held by his
descendants. IEspousing the cause of the
Empress Maud, he received numerous
privileges from her, his title and estates
were confirmed with the Sheriffalty of
London, Middlesex and Hertfordshire, to
which was added the custody of the
Tower of LLondon.

Having excited the hostility of King
Stephen, he was, in 1141, seized when in
attendance on him, at St. Albans, and
did not regain his liberty until he had
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surrendered the Tower of London, and
his own castles at Walden and Plessy.
Geollrey, now having divorced his sister
Beatrice from her husband Hugh Talbot
and married her to William de Say,
made in conjunction with the latter, in-
roads upon the lands of King Stephen,
and of various ecclesiastics and other
supporters of the Sovereign, and among
other enormities despoiled the Abbey of
Ramsey, driving out the Monks and
selling the ornaments of the Church.
Henry of Huntingdon, alter relating this
act of sacrilege, adds, *“ He was, indeed a
man of great determination, but resolute
1n unvodhness diligent in w o1d1V affairs,
but neghffent in spiritual.” The pious
chronicler considers his death, which
occurred soon alter as a ]udgement for
this profanation of the Abbey. “Earl
Godfrey (or Geoffrey) was singled out
among his followers and shot with an
arrow by a common soldier. He made
light of the wound, but died of it in a
few days under excommunication. See
here the just judgment of God, memor-
able through all ages! While that abbey
was converted into a fortress, blood
exuded from the walls of the Church
and the cloister adjoining, witnessing
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the divine indignation, and prognosti-
cating the destruction of the impious.
This was seen by many persons, and 1
observed it with my own eyes”” Camden
quotes from the register of the Abbey of
Walden, founded bV Geoffery, 'md by
him endowed with nineteen Churches,
among which was Amersham, that “he
was mortally wounded in the head at a
small town called Burwell, and when he
was at the point to die and drawing his
last breath, some Templars interposed,
who covered him with the habit of their
order, marking him with a red cross and
afterwards took away his body to their
orchard at the Old Temple, in London,
where they suspended it in a leaden
cofthn from a tree.” This it appears they
did as it was not lawful to grant him
Christian burial until the sentence of
excommunication had been annuled,
which was at length effected, princ 1pdlh
by the intercession of the Monks of
Walden, who, in consideration of this
boon, of nineteen Churches, might well
look with a more lenient eye on the
delinquencies of the deceased than their
injured brethren of Ramsey.

On Geoffrey’s death, the date of which

' is somewhat uncertain, but appears to
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have been A.p. 1141, he was succeeded by
his three sons in turn, who all dying
without 1issue, the estates divolved to
Geoffrey Fitz Pier, in right of his wife,
Beatrix, who was grand-daughter of
Geoffrey de Mandeville’s sister, Beatrix,
wife of William de Say. This Fitz Pier,
on payment of 7,000 marks, or about
£4,500, an immense sum at that time
obtained the earldom of Essex, taking
the name of Mandeville, and enjoying
the estates holden by his ancestors,
among which was Amersham. The
manor subsequently formed part of the
dower of Christina wife of William de
Mandeville, son of the above, who died
1228 and finally by the marriage of Maud,
sister and heiress of William, to Hum-
phrey de Bohun, it passed into that
family This Humphrey was Earl of
Hereford, and High Constable of Eng-
land, and in 1303 the representative of
his line was created Earl of Essex. In
1296, on the death of Richard I.ord Fitz
John, the manor, with the exception of
£ 34 and 4d. rent, was assigned to Robert
de Clifford. In 1335, Humphrey de Bohun
died, seised of the manor of Amersham.
In 1376, the King committed to Philip
de la Vache, the custody of Amersham
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and Buckland, late belonging to Edward
Lord le Despencer, deceased to hold the
same until his attainment of his legal
age. In 1400, L.ord le Despencer, Earl of
Glocester, was attained for plotting to
restore Richard II. to the throne, and
died seised of Amersham.

The above-mentioned Philip de la
Vache was elected Knight of the Garter,
temp. Richard II. and dying 1407, directs
his body to be buried in the Church
of St. Giles of Challhunt.

The manor continued in the possession
of the Bohuns till the death of the last
of his line, Earl of Hereford and Essex,
when it was divided between the repre-
sentativesol hisdaughters. Of these Mary
was wile of Henry IV. mother of Henry
V. while Eleanor, the eldest daughter,
had married Thomas of Woodstock,
Duke of Gloucester, and youngest son of
Edward III. Their daughter Anne mar-
ried Edmund, Earl of Stafford whose son
Humphrey was created Duke of Buck-
ingham and his son Henry Stafford.
Shakespeare’s “ Princely Buckingham,”
claimed the manor, on the ground of his
descent from the Bohuns. On his at-
tainder by Richard III. it lapsed to the
Crown. Its possession was confirmed
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by the attainder of his son, till in 1526,
Henry VIII. granted it by patent to Sir
John Russell in capite, by Knights
service.

In 1610, James 1. confirmed to Edward,
Earl of Bedford, the manor and lordship
of Agmondesham, alias Amersham cum
pertinentibus, all of which premises were
of the value of £42 per annum.

Though it would be perhaps almost
impossible clearly to ascertain the pre-
sent locality of the different manors
specified in the Domesday survey, yet at
a very early period we find mention of
different manors in Amersham, the names
of which still exist.

The first which appears to be distinct-
ly mentioned is Raans. In 1235, John
de Ran, or Rane, held the fourth part of
a kmght s fee, and paid 3s.-4d. scrutage
for lands in Agmondesham. Jordanus
de Raan was father of Ricardus, whose
son Walter de Raan or Raans, held the

manor of Raans, with other lands in
Amersham. His daughter Alice married
Thomas de la Grove, and their daughter
and heiress Agness by marriage brought
the estate to William Brudenell, of
Aynho. This William had three sons,
Edmund clerk of the Parliament in the
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reign of Edward III., who at his death
without issue in the reign of Henry IV.,
ordered his body to be buried in Agmon-
desham Church; William and Henry.
This Henry by his will, 1430, left Sharde-
loes and other manors to his son John,
with remainder to his other son Edmund,
who was ancestor to those of the name
seated at Shardeloes, which terminated
in a daughter and heir, Elizabeth married
to Thomas Cheney. From his third son,
Robert descended the Brudenells of Stoke
Mandeville, William, brother of Henry,
by marriage with Agnes Bulstrode, ob-
tained the manors of Hedgerly and
Chalfont St. Peter. Their son Edmund
(first cousin to Edmund Brudenell, of
Shardeloes) was lord of Raans, Coleshill,
Chalfhunt, &c., and patron of Missenden
Abbey. His daughter by his first mar-
riage was wife to Richard Waller, son of
that Richard Waller who distinguished
himself at Agincourt, and ancestor of
the poet. He was married secondly to
Phillippa Englefield by whom he had
two sons, Drue and Sir Robert. He died
having made his will, 1457 1n which are
some Curious paltluulars relative to
Amersham. He directs his body to be
buried in Agmondesham Church, near
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his wile, Philippa, and leaves to the
making of a new bell in the Church,
£6 135. 4d., besides 66s. 8d., gnen bV
Agnes Bonvdlet to the prov osts of the
Church for the maintenance of the great
Light before the cross, 20s., also to the
maintenance of the hcht before St.
Catherine’s cross 3s. 4d. ; to the poor of
Amersham, £4 ; to the 1ep'11at10n of the
highway fo Ailesbury and Wendover,
£40 towards which he wills that his
gold cup his two silver basins, and his
dleat piece of gilt plate, with the cover,
and three silver candlesticks be sent to
the Tower of London to be melted down.
He bequeaths to his son John Chalfont,
Bure (Ivies), = Denliam and Balliam. =~ To
Edmund, Raans and Stoke ; to Drue, the
manor of Hugeley (Heddeﬂ}) and lands
in various places, one of which is
Amersham. To Sir Robert, founder of
the family of Brudenell of Dean, Earls of
Cardigan, he bequeathed his lands in
Horton and Stanwell.

It would seem that John and Edmund
were sons by the first marriage, and died
before their father, as Drue who was
twentyfive years of age at his father’s
death, took out administration to the
will in 1469, and seems to have possessed
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Raans. He died in 1489, and was
buried in the north aisle of the Church,
leaving a son Edmund (or Simeon ac-
cording to some), whose daughter and
heiress, Elizabeth, married Sir Robert
Drury.

Raans alterwards came into the hands
of the Proby’s of whom Henerage Proby
was Sheriff Tor Bucks and Thomas Proby
was member for Amersham, 1651. It
was afterwards sold by John Earl Gower
to the Duke of Bedford, of whom it was
purchased by the Earl of Burlington, to
whose son Lord Chesham it now be-
longs. The present house at Raans was
bmlt by the Proby family and bears their
arms over the door; ermine on a fes
gules, a lion passant or crest, an ostrich’s
head erased argent ducally gorged o7, in
the beak a key of the last.

The manor of Wedon Hill formerly
belonged to the Wedon family, one of
whom Sir Ralf de Wedon had besides
this manor other possessions in Amerham
and a house standing in the Market-place.
For his loyalty to the unfortunate
Edward II, he was by the Queen’s faction
deprived of all his possessions  which

4850 Colhns; Lipscombe places his death in 1479.
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were afterwards restored to him or his
sons, but only on a life tenure.*

Edward the Third granted the manor
of Wedon Hill and other places belong-
ing to Sir Ralph de Wedon, to Sir John,
afterwards Lord Cobham. The King
and his son the Black Prince, being re-
duced to great difficulties by the expenses
of the French war, Sir John Cobham
generously gave up the reversion of the
greater part of his estates to them. The
estates of Sir John Cobham passed into
various hands, and the reversion of
“Wedon Hill in Chiltone” in particular
was given to Peter de Brewes, or Broase
in the 38th year of hisreign. This Peter
de Brewes was knighted, and, as appears
by the Issue Rolls, received a pension of
a hundred pounds a year from the King,
“for good service in France.”

The further history of Wedon Hill we
have been unable to trace; it is now
together with the manor of Woodrow,
joined to the Shardeloes property.

The earliest distinct reference to Shar-
deloes seems to be in the reign of Edward
III., who granted to William de Latymer
a messuage and lands, called Shardeloes,

# See “Recordsiof Bucks, Vol [y2nT.

HISTORY OF AMERSHAM. 15

formerly belonging to Simon de Bereford
then attainted and imprisoned in the
Tower, as an adherent of Queen Isabel
and Mortimer. In the reign of Henry
VI, Shardeloes was held by Henry
Brudenell, I.ord of Raans. It was after-
wards the property of the Tothills, and
by the marriage of Joane, eldest daugh-
ter and co-heiress of William Tothill,
and one of the extraordinary number of
thirty-three children 1t passed to I'rancis
Drake, of Esher, whose grandson, Sir
William Drake, Baronet, acquired by
purchase the manor of Amersham thus
uniting it to Shardeloes. He was the
founder of the Amersham Almshouses,
and has been by Lipscombe strangely
confounded with his nephew and heir,
Sir William Drake, Knight (not Baronet).
This latter, says Brown Willis, “built a
very neat Town Hall or Market House,
which 1s the handsomest in the county,
the building being of brick, stand-
ing on arched pillars, and embellished
with freestone at the corners, with a
lanthorn and clock at top.” The old
mansion of Shardeloes stood nearly on
the site of the present one, but a little
nearer on the summit of the hill. Here
William Tothill received Queen Elizabeth









































